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BREAKING — JULY 13, 2026

Trump declares the Iran ceasefire "over" at the NATO Ankara summit. The U.S. announces a military
blockade on the Strait of Hormuz with a 20% transit toll on eligible cargo. U.S. forces conducting third
consecutive night of airstrikes on Iranian air defense infrastructure. Reuters: no follow-up negotiations
scheduled.

ISSUE NINE PREDICTIONS: REVIEWED (CARRIED FORWARD)

| Two Issue Nine predictions carried forward to resolution this issue.

Cl CONFIRMED July 4 announcement frames the MOU as historic regional architecture,
- regardless of what the full text contains.
1 CONFIRMED. The July 4 framing occurred as predicted. The Monitor’s evaluation

criterion was the announcement behavior — what the principal said and how — not the
subsequent durability of what was announced. The ceasefire’s operative collapse this
week does not retroactively change what happened on July 4: the framing was deployed
exactly as the architecture predicted. The prediction was about the phase; it was right
about the phase.

CONFIRMED The MOU full text will not be officially released before July 4.
CONFIRMED. The research team’s documentation of “differing interpretations of Hormuz
passage rights” as a formal fault line in the MOU'’s collapse is dispositive evidence. An
authoritative, mutually accepted text would not produce competing interpretations serving
as a fault line. The absence of a released text was not incidental — it preserved the
ambiguity the architecture required. This is the announcement-versus-agreement
discipline the Monitor established in Issue 8, applied to its own prediction record.

ISSUE ELEVEN PREDICTIONS: REVIEWED

Five predictions made in Issue Eleven. Each evaluated below with the evidence available through July 13, 2026.
Windows noted precisely where open.



DEVELOPING —  Iran-U.S. nuclear talks will resume within 14 days of the July 7 CENTCOM

APPROACHING  strikes.

FALSIFICATION  hevE| OPING — WINDOW CLOSES JULY 21. Eight days remain. As of July 13:
ceasefire declared over at Ankara, U.S. conducting third consecutive night of airstrikes,
Reuters confirming no follow-up negotiations scheduled, Iran launching retaliatory
missiles intercepted by three Gulf actors. The documented evidence points toward
falsification. The Monitor will not anticipate the resolution — but if no talks are initiated or
formally scheduled before July 21, this is the Monitor's second documented falsification,
and it will be named without qualification.
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DEVELOPING GL X revocation will not produce a meaningful reduction in Iranian oil exports
to China through the shadow fleet within the July 17 wind-down window.
DEVELOPING — WINDOW CLOSES JULY 17. Four days remain. The analytical
framing established in Issue 11 — shadow fleet sophistication, Chinese buyer OFAC
enforcement limits, no secondary sanctions deployed — points toward confirmation.
These remain analytical factors pending AlS tracking data. Note: GL X secondary effects
(insurance costs, flag-switching complications, documentation friction for intermediaries)
are real regardless of how volumes resolve, and the Monitor will account for them in the
final evaluation.
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DEVELOPING A meaningful U.S.-Ukraine diplomatic breakthrough will be announced before
the end of July.
DEVELOPING — WINDOW CLOSES JULY 31. The Iran conflict has materially
3 deprioritized the Ukraine track. European officials at Ankara documented weapons and
ammunition procurement shortages from Iran operations directly delaying Ukraine
assistance shipments — the most direct evidence to date that the two theaters are in
operational competition for U.S. resources. Russia is publicly capitalizing on the friction.
No active U.S.-Russia negotiating framework is documented this week. The track is not
falsified; it is deprioritized.
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DEVELOPING GL X revocation will be reversed or substantially modified within 30 days if
Iran resumes nuclear talks.
DEVELOPING — WINDOW CLOSES AUGUST 6. The condition precedent — Iran
resuming nuclear talks — has not been met. As of July 13 it has not been triggered. Per
the Monitor's announcement-versus-agreement discipline: this prediction is evaluated
when and if its condition is satisfied. The prediction is not under pressure; its condition is
not yet active.
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DEVELOPING —  The “similar timetable” will survive through August 1: both the Iran and

UNDER SEVERE  Ukraine tracks will show active U.S.-led diplomatic engagement

PRESSURE simultaneously.
DEVELOPING — UNDER SEVERE PRESSURE — WINDOW CLOSES AUGUST 1.
The Iran nuclear track has no active negotiating framework. The Ukraine diplomatic track
has no active U.S.-Russia negotiating framework. Neither track shows what the Monitor
defined as active U.S.-led diplomatic engagement this week. If both tracks remain without
active frameworks through August 1, this is the Monitor's second documented
falsification. The Monitor named this timetable as an architectural prediction. If the
architecture moves differently than predicted, the Monitor names the difference.
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CUMULATIVE SCORECARD — THROUGH ISSUE TWELVE

CONFIRMED PREDICTIONS (TOTAL) 48 — Issue Twelve adds 2 new confirmations (9-1,
9-4)



ANOMALIES REFINED 1 — OFAC GL 134B expiration
TOTAL RESOLVED ENTRIES 49

ACCURACY RATE (CONFIRMED + RESOLVED) 98%

ISSUES PUBLISHED Twelve




THE WEEK’S DEVELOPMENTS — JULY 8-14, 2026

THEATER

Iran /| MOU /
Hormuz

Ukraine /| NATO

Gaza | Board of
Peace

Venezuela

KEY DEVELOPMENTS

Trump declared the Iran ceasefire “over” at the NATO Ankara summit (July 7-8), citing an
Iranian attack on commercial vessels on July 13. The U.S. announced the imposition of a
military blockade on the Strait of Hormuz — characterized by Trump as a “reinstatement”
— with a 20% transit toll on eligible cargo. The Monitor notes no prior formal U.S. Hormuz
blockade appears in its documented record; the framing is the administration’s
characterization.

U.S. forces conducted a third consecutive night of airstrikes on Iranian air defense
infrastructure, radars, and missile sites. Iran launched retaliatory missiles triggering air
sirens in Bahrain (home of U.S. 5th Fleet), intercepted by Kuwait, and prompting Jordan to
shoot down four Iranian projectiles. Per Reuters: no follow-up negotiations were scheduled
as of July 13.

The MOU has not been formally abrogated by either party, but its operative assumptions —
mutual restraint, confidence-building, sanctions sequencing — are no longer operative.
Documented fault lines cited by parties and observers include: competing interpretations of
Hormuz passage rights; disputes over who controls frozen Iranian assets; Israeli military
operations in Lebanon during the MOU period; and ambiguous original MOU language.

EU and international bodies condemned the U.S. toll as a violation of freedom of
navigation. Iran characterized U.S. actions as a breach of the MOU. Both parties accuse
the other of being first to violate the agreement.

NATO Ankara summit (July 7-8) set a new member defense spending target of 5% of GDP
by 2035 (3.5% dedicated strictly to core defense). Trump publicly criticized European allies
for refusing to join the U.S. military coalition against Iran in the Strait of Hormuz.

Trump ordered Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent to cut off trade ties with Spain,
characterizing Spain as “hopeless” and “bad people” for refusing to comply with U.S.
demands at the summit.

European officials at Ankara documented that U.S. and Israeli military operations against
Iran are producing weapons and ammunition procurement shortages directly delaying
Ukraine assistance shipments — the most direct evidence to date of the two theaters’
operational competition for U.S. resources.

Zelensky renewed NATO membership appeals at Ankara; received hesitation rather than
commitment from the U.S., which is focused on forcing a negotiated Ukraine settlement. No
active U.S.-Russia negotiating framework was documented this week. Russia and China
publicly noted the visible transatlantic friction.

Israel’'s military control has expanded to over 70% of Gaza. Severe humanitarian entry-
point restrictions on food and medicine remain documented. The Board of Peace
reconstruction framework is being advanced through a U.N. Security Council instrument;
the Monitor is verifying the specific resolution designation before publication.

No meaningful forward progress on Board of Peace fund deployment was documented this
week. Negotiations shifted back toward immediate security questions as military operations
resumed. Palestinian leadership remains excluded from planning phases per the
documented framework terms.

The $300B capital architecture — JPMorgan framework, Gulf sovereign wealth fund
standing commitments, Washington’s waiver and licensing authority — remains intact.
Deployment is contingent on ceasefire restoration. There is no ceasefire.

Post-Maduro political discussion has shifted from the removal question (resolved) to
transitional governance: corruption among remaining officials, the pace of anti-corruption
reform, and the risk that entrenched networks remain operationally influential.



THEATER KEY DEVELOPMENTS

Venezuela’s post-Maduro oil supply is now being deployed as a coercive instrument
against Cuba (see Cuba theater). The Delcy model’'s economic phase is visible: Venezuela
is an instrument of U.S. regional policy, not merely a resolved theater.

The U.S. enacted a full fuel blockade on Cuba, cutting off Venezuela’s oil supply to Havana
and threatening severe tariffs against any third-party supplier — including Mexico — that
sends petroleum to Cuba. Mexico temporarily halted its shipments.

UN officials have warned of severe humanitarian deterioration including acute risks to
maternal and infant health. Rolling blackouts and severe food production drops are
documented. Cuba’s infrastructure is in acute crisis.

Greenland / Arctic Trump forcefully revived the U.S. acquisition demand for Greenland at the Ankara summit,
framing it as a security necessity against Russia and China. Denmark and Greenland
issued firm rejections; Greenland’s autonomous government stated its sovereignty is not
for sale.

The U.S. is asserting dominion over the GIUK (Greenland-Iceland-UK) Gap and North
American Arctic approaches, driven by melting ice-cap shipping routes and rare-earth
mineral deposits. China condemned NATO's Arctic focus as resource-driven expansionism.

The State Department has threatened withdrawal of critical PEPFAR funding — covering
HIV, tuberculosis, and malaria treatment for approximately 1.3 million Zambians — unless
Zambia grants U.S. corporations preferential mining rights to its copper, cobalt, and lithium
reserves.

The Monitor documents this for the first time as a named development. The instrument is
the same as documented across the primary theaters: strategic dependency (health
program coverage) explicitly conditioned on resource and governance access. The
architecture’s coercive tool appears to operate without geographic constraint.



THE ARCHITECTURE'’S LENS

Issue Twelve’s Lens addresses four findings: the Hormuz toll as competing chokepoint-authority claim; the Board of
Peace stall as a sequencing hold, the simultaneous coercive instrument applied across Cuba, Spain, and Zambia; and
the GL X falsification-honest treatment.

I. THE COMPETING TOLL: TWO CLAIMS TO THE SAME CHOKEPOINT

On July 13, the United States announced what it characterized as the “reinstatement” of a military blockade
on the Strait of Hormuz, accompanied by a 20% toll on eligible cargo transiting it. The characterization
requires scrutiny: the Monitor’s record contains no documented prior formal U.S. Hormuz blockade. The
framing of this as a “reinstatement” is itself a claim — the assertion that a right is being re-exercised, not
newly asserted. The Monitor notes the framing. The architectural question is different.

The PGSA — the Persian Gulf Strait Authority established by the IRGC in May 2026 and documented in
Issue 10 — was built to make a specific institutional claim on Iran’s behalf: that passage through Hormuz is
subject to Iranian authority, monetizable through a toll structure that institution sets and administers. The
Monitor recorded in Issue 10 that fee collection was the PGSA'’s only dormant feature; the institution was
otherwise fully operational and reactivable without new negotiation. The ceasefire placed that authority claim
in abeyance. It did not resolve it.

The U.S. has now entered the same waterway with the same category of claim. These are not military action
and diplomatic response. They are structurally parallel competing assertions of passage-fee authority over the
same body of water. A military action is eventually withdrawn. An authority claim institutionalized in a toll
structure is asserted and defended as a permanent position. The PGSA did not need to collect fees to exist
as an institutional precedent. The U.S. toll does not need to generate revenue to assert the principle
embedded in its structure. Both instruments claim the right to determine the terms of Hormuz transit.

The PGSA claims Iranian authority over Hormuz passage. The U.S. toll claims American
authority over the same passage. These are not opposites. They are competitors for the
same institutional position over the same waterway.

The EU and international bodies have condemned the U.S. toll as a freedom of navigation violation. They are
correct on the legal claim. The Monitor's analytical contribution is additional: this is not primarily about
revenue. It is about who holds institutional authority over passage-fee determination in the Strait of Hormuz.
That question was not answered by the MOU. It was deferred. It is now contested actively by both parties
simultaneously.

Il. THE BOARD OF PEACE: CAPITAL ARCHITECTURE INTACT, DEPLOYMENT IN
SUSPENSION

The Board of Peace framework was advanced through international mechanism this week. No meaningful
forward progress on fund deployment was documented. Palestinian leadership remains excluded from
planning phases. Deployment is contingent on ceasefire restoration. There is no ceasefire.

This sequence is not new. The Monitor has documented it since Issue 8. What is new this week is the risk of
misreading the stall. The Monitor’s analytical finding, grounded in financial forensics: the BoP stall is a



sequencing hold, not a structural failure. The JPMorgan framework is intact. Gulf sovereign wealth fund
standing commitments are intact. Washington’s waiver and licensing authority — the gate through which Gulf
capital flows — is intact. Nothing about the current military escalation in the Strait has altered the capital
architecture. The fund is waiting for a condition. The condition is held by the party who controls when
ceasefire terms are met.

The Gulf states’ operational military engagement this week requires the same analytical precision. Bahrain,
Kuwait, and Jordan each conducted documented military intercepts of Iranian weapons. These actors were
characterized as diplomatic mediators two issues ago. They are now operationally engaged in defending
against Iranian weapons. The Monitor notes: Gulf sovereign capital is the Board of Peace’s primary source.
Gulf sovereign actors require mediation standing to justify that capital commitment. Operational engagement
in the defense of the same Strait whose passage-fee question the fund is designed to resolve builds that
standing. The Monitor documents the pattern as consistent with the architecture’s documented logic. It does
not establish that these developments are designed as the same movement.

| The fund is not delayed. The fund is waiting. The distinction is architectural.

lll. THE COERCIVE PATTERN: CUBA, SPAIN, ZAMBIA — ONE INSTRUMENT, THREE
GEOGRAPHIES

Three documented events this week, each framed independently:

Cuba: A full U.S. fuel blockade cutting Venezuela’'s oil supply to Havana. Tariff threats issued against third-
party suppliers including Mexico, which temporarily halted shipments. UN officials have warned of severe
humanitarian deterioration including acute risks to maternal and infant health.

Spain: Trump ordered Treasury Secretary Bessent to cut off trade with Spain. Stated trigger: Spain’s refusal
to join the Iran coalition at Ankara. Named official, named country, named order.

Zambia: State Department documented threatening withdrawal of PEPFAR coverage for approximately 1.3
million Zambians — HIV, tuberculosis, and malaria treatment — contingent on Zambia granting U.S.
corporations preferential rights to copper, cobalt, and lithium extraction.

Three geographies. Three actor categories: an adversarial state under existing pressure (Cuba), a NATO ally
in friction (Spain), and a sub-Saharan African nation with no prior role in the OEB architecture (Zambia).
Three stated justifications pointing in different directions. One instrument: a dependency relationship is
identified; that dependency is made explicitly conditional on access, alignment, or governance compliance;
the conditionality is stated or documented in formal communications.

The Monitor has tracked this instrument across the five primary theaters throughout 2026: humanitarian aid
conditioned on Board of Peace participation terms in Gaza, economic relief conditioned on Delcy model
compliance in Venezuela, fuel conditioned on political realignment in Cuba, sanctions relief conditioned on
MOU terms in Iran. The instrument is documented. What this week discloses is its deployability outside the
original theaters.

Zambia is the first instance the Monitor has recorded of this instrument applied to a sub-Saharan African
nation with strategic mineral assets and no prior OEB architecture role. Copper, cobalt, and lithium are the
critical minerals at the center of post-conflict reconstruction supply chains — the same supply chains the
Board of Peace framework is designed to influence. The connection is consistent with the architecture’s
documented logic. The Monitor records the pattern and watches.



Three geographies. Three actor categories. Three stated justifications. One instrument. The
architecture does not appear to require its original five theaters as the condition for its
coercive tools to operate.

IV. GL X — THE FALSIFICATION-HONEST TREATMENT

General License X — the revocation of Iran oil export waivers, announced July 7 and documented in Issue 11
— is a formal action. The Monitor recorded it as such. The Monitor also made a prediction about its
behavioral consequence. Those are two different things, and the Monitor treats them as two different things.

The formal action is real. OFAC authority has been exercised. Waiver coverage has been formally withdrawn.
Intermediaries now carry documented legal exposure under U.S. sanctions law. The Monitor does not
minimize this.

The behavioral prediction — that GL X will not produce a meaningful reduction in Iranian oil exports to China
— remains open. The evaluation criterion is AlS tracking data on Iranian crude volumes. The evaluation
window closes July 17. Until then, the Monitor does not resolve the behavioral question by reference to the
formal action. Formal action is not behavioral outcome. This is the announcement-versus-agreement
discipline applied to the Monitor's own predictions.

What the Monitor can establish now, ahead of the window: secondary effects exist regardless of how volumes
resolve. Insurance costs for Iranian crude shipments have increased. Flag-switching complications are
documented. Documentation risks for intermediaries are real. If AIS data shows volumes holding, the Monitor
will note these secondary effects as a mechanism-divergence finding — not falsification, but refinement in the
tradition of the Monitor’s first anomaly resolution. If volumes decline meaningfully, the prediction is falsified.
The Monitor will say so plainly.



ISSUE TWELVE PREDICTIONS

Seven predictions below, each dated, specific, and falsifiable. Each states the evaluation window and the specific
evidence that would constitute falsification. Evaluated in Issue Thirteen.

Nuclear talks (11-1) will not be initiated or formally scheduled before July 21. The Monitor’s
second documented falsification will be recorded on that date.

Evaluation window: July 21. Direction of travel as of July 13: active CENTCOM airstrikes, no scheduled
negotiations per Reuters, ceasefire declared over at Ankara. Falsification of 12-1 requires documented
nuclear talks initiated or formally scheduled before July 21.

GL X (11-2) will not produce a meaningful reduction in Iranian oil exports to China.
Meaningful reduction is defined as greater than 15% decline in AlS-tracked Iranian crude
volumes to Chinese buyers by July 17.

Evaluation window: July 17. Shadow fleet sophistication, Chinese buyer OFAC enforcement constraints, and
the absence of deployed secondary sanctions on Chinese financial institutions are the operative factors. GL
X secondary effects (insurance costs, flag-switching, documentation friction) will be recorded regardless of
volume outcome. Falsification: documented greater than 15% volume decline in AIS tracking data by July 17.

The similar timetable (11-5) will not survive to August 1. Neither the Iran nuclear track nor
the Ukraine diplomatic track will show active U.S.-led negotiating frameworks
simultaneously before that date.

Evaluation window: August 1. No active frameworks on either track as of July 13. Active military escalation on
Iran track. Direct weapons procurement competition between theaters documented at Ankara. Falsification of
12-3 requires active U.S.-led negotiating frameworks documented on both tracks before August 1.

Y88 The U.S. Hormuz toll will face a formal legal challenge at an international body — ICJ filing,

72l ITLOS proceeding, or UNSC resolution — within 30 days of its July 13 announcement.

- Evaluation window: August 12. EU and international bodies condemned the toll immediately on freedom of
navigation grounds. Formal challenge is the documented next step in international legal objection escalation
at this intensity. Falsification: no formal challenge filed or initiated at named bodies by August 12.

{88 The Cuba fuel blockade will not produce a documented Cuban government concession or

724l negotiated adjustment within 30 days.

Evaluation window: August 12. The Delcy model has failed in Iran and is advancing (not yet complete) in
Cuba. Cuban government historical pattern under external pressure is resistance absent a credible internal
coalition. No such coalition is currently documented. Without an installed insider, the blockade produces
pressure, not compliance. Falsification: documented Cuban government concession or formally negotiated
adjustment to blockade terms before August 12.

Zambia will publicly resist the U.S. mining rights demand within 21 days, triggering either
PEPFAR withdrawal or a documented U.S. retreat from the explicit demand.

Evaluation window: August 3. The State Department demand is now public. Zambia faces domestic political
pressure against sovereignty concessions under health program threat. The binary outcome tests the
coercive instrument: either it is fully deployed or the demand is withdrawn under international pressure.
Falsification: Zambia signs a preferential mining rights agreement with U.S. corporations before August 3
without either PEPFAR withdrawal or documented U.S. public retreat.




No Board of Peace capital deployment precondition — capital commitment announcement,
fund governance structure, or beneficiary designation — will formally advance before a
Gaza ceasefire is restored.

Evaluation window: Ongoing; evaluated at next documented ceasefire. Board of Peace deployment is
contingent on ceasefire restoration per the documented framework. Israel military control at 70%+ of Gaza,
severe humanitarian entry restrictions, and active ceasefire suspension are inconsistent with the
preconditions for deployment advancement. Falsification: any named deployment precondition formally
advanced before ceasefire restoration.




EDITORIAL NOTE — TWO CLAIMS TO THE SAME STRAIT

The finding | want to make sure doesn't get lost in the military escalation story is this: the U.S. Hormuz toll
and the PGSA are structurally the same type of claim asserted by competing parties over the same waterway.
That will not be how this week’s events are covered. It will be covered as escalation, retaliation, military
posture. The Monitor’s contribution is the architectural reading: two institutions, two toll mechanisms, one
chokepoint, one unresolved question about who holds passage-fee authority. The MOU deferred that
guestion. The deferral has ended.

Two predictions confirmed this week, both from Issue 9. | want to be clear about what they confirmed and
what they didn’t. Prediction 9-1 was about the framing behavior on July 4 — and the framing occurred exactly
as predicted. The ceasefire’s subsequent collapse doesn’t change what happened on July 4. The architecture
moves through phases; we predicted a phase; the phase happened. Prediction 9-4 was about the MOU text
not being released, which the “differing interpretations” fault line confirms. Both hold. Both are about the
announcement behavior, not the durability of what was announced. That distinction matters to me, and it
should matter to readers.

The prediction I'm most worried about is 11-5 — the similar timetable. When | wrote about Trump’s May 25
public linkage of Iran and Ukraine as moving on parallel timelines, | thought | was documenting an
architectural commitment. As of this week, neither track has an active U.S.-led negotiating framework. The
window closes August 1. If both tracks remain inactive through that date, the Monitor records its second
falsification, and | will write that note with the same plainness I'd want from any publication | respect. The
architecture’s structural financial mechanisms — the Board of Peace capital framework, the Gulf SWF
commitments, the waiver and licensing authority — don’t depend on the two tracks moving simultaneously.
But the timetable prediction was specific and falsifiable, and if it's wrong, I'll say so in those words. Prediction
11-1 on nuclear talks closes July 21. The evidence is pointing the wrong direction. GL X closes July 17. The
analytical framing points toward confirmation, but the Monitor waits for the data. Issue 12. Twelve weeks in.
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